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Senate

(Legislative day of Tuesday, September 16, 2014)

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

PRAYER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by Rev.
Canon Andrew White, pastor of St.
George’s Church, Baghdad, Iraq.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Lord God, to You we submit the af-
fairs of this new day, the work of this
Senate as it takes its role in leading in
a broken world. Today may You give
this place great wisdom. May this Sen-
ate be the channel of Your healing, the
source of Your glory. From this place
may there flow the wisdom of not just
humanity but of the Almighty.

O Lord, we the people of faith in
Irag—Jews, Christians, and Muslims—
give thanks to You for the way this
land and this place has stood with us in
our terrors and trials. Through this
House, we thank You that we have not
been left alone. May Your glory be on
this land, and may You, O God, bless
America.

Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.
————
WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I extend to
Chaplain Black our appreciation for

the guest Chaplain today. That was a
very moving prayer, and I very much
appreciate the work our Chaplain does
in always giving us courage and help-
ing to build our faith.

———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business until noon
today. During that period of time Sen-
ators will be allowed to speak for up to
10 minutes each. The time will be
equally divided and controlled between
the two leaders or their designees. Fol-
lowing morning business the Senate
will proceed to one rollcall vote on the
confirmation of John Bass to be the
Ambassador to the Republic of Turkey,
followed by several voice votes on exec-
utive nominations.

TWO WASHINGTON NATIONALS
STARS HAIL FROM NEVADA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Nevada is a
relatively small State population-wise
but a large area. We are a State of
about 3 million people. We take pride
in our home State, as we should. Even
though we have grown a lot in the last
couple of decades, we are still a big
family.

Today Nevadans are celebrating two
of our home State’s native sons after
the Washington Nationals clinched the
National League East Division crown.
There is a 1ot of dissension here on the
Senate floor and a lot of talk back and
forth, but one thing you never hear
often enough is that the Republican
leader and I love watching baseball. We
often share our views of the team and
how, if we were there, we may do
things a little differently, but we are
still a booster for the team.

The reason I mention this today is
because there are two individuals who

helped the Nationals clinch the Na-
tional League East Division who have
deep roots in Nevada.

In his first season as manager of the
team, Matt Williams, from Carson
City, NV, has led his team to the Na-
tional Division series. He has a stun-
ningly powerful record athletically and
is just a nice person. He was a baseball
and football star at Carson City High.
Carson City is the capital of the State
of Nevada.

Matt Williams played Dbaseball
collegiately for the University of Ne-
vada at Las Vegas, where he was a star.
He was so good, he played 16 years in
the Major Leagues. He played for the
Giants, Indians, and Diamondbacks. He
played in the World Series for each of
those teams. He is a five-time all-star
and a four-time Gold Glove Award win-
ner. He was a stunningly good third
baseman, and he sports a World Series
championship ring from the
Diamondbacks.

Bryce Harper had his picture on the
front of Sports Illustrated when he was
15 years old for hitting a home run
more than 500 feet. He is a fine young
man from a wonderful family. He came
to the Major Leagues when he was 18
years old—he may have been 19. I be-
lieve he is going to turn 22 soon.

During his rookie year he had a very
serious injury. What was the injury? He
was running full speed and rammed
into the wall at Dodger Stadium, and
he was hurt. It took away from his
stellar year, but he still did OK. He was
Rookie of the Year and on the all-star
team that first year. He played base-
ball at Las Vegas High School, and he
left high school and went to a junior
community college as a 17-year-old.
Because of his power, he went to the
National Junior College World Series.
He is a two-time all-star. He is in his
third season. In 2012 he was Rookie of
the Year, and he was hurt again this
year because of his enthusiasm for the
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